
Writing in Kindergarten: 
Let’s Get Ready
By Katey Bryan, Coordinator of Early Childhood Education 



Objectives 
* Understand what 
writing looks like in 
Kindergarten
*Understand the 
experiences young 
children need in order to 
be prepared for 
kindergarten
*Learn new activities to 
do with children of all 
ages to promote writing



What does writing look like in 
Kindergarten?
Narrative, Opinion, Information 



Narrative Writing

The writer told, drew, 
and wrote a whole 
story.

The writer’s story has 
a beginning, middle, 
and an end.

The writer wrote a 
letter for the sounds 
she heard. 



Information Writing
The writer told, drew, 
and wrote 
information across 
pages.

The writer told, drew, 
and wrote some 
details about the 
topic.

The writer told, drew, 
and wrote some 
important things 
about the topic.



Opinion Writing

The writer told, drew, 
and wrote his opinion 
about a topic.

The writer wrote her 
idea and then said 
more. Used words 
such as because.

The writer had details 
in pictures and 
words.



What experiences do young 
children need to be prepared for 
Kindergarten.
From the Washington State Early Learning 
and Development Guidelines



There are less than 2000 days from the time a child is born until 
he or she enters kindergarten. Every one of those days counts.



Promoting Literacy in Birth to 11 months 

• Look at and read storybooks together; look at picture books, books

with repetition; use board, plastic or cloth books.

• Play games with words and sounds.

• Show the child how to look at the pictures and turn pages of the

book; don’t worry if he or she turns many pages at a time.

• Let your child watch you write or draw. Give the child the chance to scribble.



Promoting Literacy in 9 to 18 Months

• Read story books and tell stories with your child.

• Describe everyday objects and activities (such as red car, rock the baby)

• Introduce new words in context (“This is a juicy peach”)

• Write your child’s name and say the letters or sounds as you write.

• Draw and label pictures while talking about family members and familiar activities.

• Have your child help “sign” greeting cards with name or handprint



Promoting Literacy in 16 to 36 Months

• Praise your child’s attempts at writing; offer a variety of writing

tools such as pencil, crayon, marker.

• Give your child the chance to draw. Ask about the drawing, and write what the child says 
at the bottom of the drawing.

• Ask your child to tell a story. Write it down as he or she speaks, then read it back.

• Let your child see you writing, such as making a grocery list.



Promoting Literacy in Ages 3 to 4 Years

• Tell stories, read or recite poems and/or rhymes with your child.

• Give your child instructions with two steps. For example, “Go to the

closet and get your coat.”

• Write down what your child says and read it back.

• Write your child’s name and read it to him or her.

• Read, tell stories, give examples to your child every day. 



Building Literacy Skills Through Storytelling

How does drawing pictures 
support the development of 
writing skills?

How does Ms. Davis support her 
students to develop literacy skills?



Group Activity:
What activities are you already doing?
What are you going to try next? 
What literacy skills are being practiced during these 
activities?

• Birth to 11 Months
• 9-18 Months
• 16-36 Months
• Ages 3-4 Years



Emergent Writing



Apples, Apples, Apples for Emerging Writing Ideas

• Apples Name Puzzles

• Apples are…Chart

• Group Retell

• Felt Board Story

• Parts of Apple with Labeling

• Apple Stamping of letter A



Apples Name Puzzle (2-5 year olds)



Apple Letter Stamping (2-5 year olds)



Apples Writing and Story Telling



Writing Stations

• Kristina Tucker- Wordless books, picture story telling, individual 
and/or group story telling

• Morgan Chittenden- Kindergarten Writing curriculum, Mentor 
Texts

• Amy Sperline- Writing centers for 2 and 3 year olds and 
Emergent Writing

• Katey Bryan- RSD commitment to Early Learning


